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     Highland-Augusta and Central Valley Mission Communities once again generously sponsored a one-week 
mission trip to Baja California, Mexico in July 2008.   This was the ninth consecutive year and tenth trip that 
Shenandoah Presbytery has made to Colonia Vicente Guerrero, approximately 200 miles south of San Diego, 
CA. 
 
     The team of 57 people comprised of members from 12 congregations built four houses for needy Oaxacan 
Indian farm laborers.  The teams received profiles of the families about a month before the trip, allowing 
congregations to know and pray about the families they would be supporting through their teams.  Relationships 
are stressed as the most important part of the mission, both with the Oaxacans and the missionaries at the local 
mission base, International Disciple Training (IDT), and with other members of the team.  Through this 
continued mission work we have seen strong relationships develop between team members and families they 
have built homes for in past years, and visiting old friends in the colonias is a highlight for many returning team 
members.  Team members also have built long-term and lasting friendships with the missionaries who live and 
work in Mexico. 
 
     Living in shacks often built of tarpaper, plastic sheeting, and flattened cardboard boxes, and nearly always 
with a dirt floor, the Oaxacans are exposed to the elements and bacteria in the soil, with no chance of keeping 
their homes or themselves clean. The houses we construct, though not the traditional houses we know, are 
nonetheless very nice wooden structures built on a concrete slab.  With the ability to customize each house 
according to family wants and needs with two, three or four rooms, the houses provide the flexibility to have a 
kitchen and separate bedrooms, with an option for a family room.   
 
     Each house is 440 square feet, measuring 20 x 22 feet.  The cost of a house in 2008 was $3,600.  Paint, used 
mattresses, used furniture, household items, groceries, an outhouse, a bathhouse, and lumber for building beds 
for the families are additional expenses on each build site and this year averaged $2,320 per build. 
 
     The builds began on Monday afternoon and finished up late Thursday evening.  Build teams had 13-15 
members, with roughly equal numbers of youth and adults.  Because relationships are stressed as the most 
important part of the trip, a central focus of the work was to get to know the family members, interact with them 
and show the love of Jesus Christ.  Games and activities with the children included coloring and drawing, word 
games, soccer, flying kites, and lots of piggy-back rides.  Adult family members and older children often helped 
the builders construct and paint their new homes.  Few adult males were present during the builds; the husband 
or older male children usually were working in the fields or were living in the U.S. 
 
     Monday night was special as many of the team members piled in vans to visit families they had built houses 
for in past years.  Gifts, hugs, meals, smiles, and even some tears were shared.  Some of the team members had 
made photo albums to take to the families, a treasured gift as most of these people have not seen photos of 
themselves and their families.  It was a wonderful evening of renewing old friendships. 
 
     Several outreach opportunities during the week to spread the love of Christ included trips to local churches 
and rehabilitation centers.   
 
     Four hundred twenty (420) people have now gone on the Baja Mission trips which began at Augusta Stone 
Presbyterian Church in 2000. The project has grown to include members of 30 congregations (28 in 
Shenandoah Presbytery), and we have built 27 houses and two schools.  We have also built an addition to 



another house; rehabilitated a third schoolhouse; re-roofed another house; helped with the construction of a 
church; and installed a water purification system. Several other miscellaneous projects have been completed at 
the mission base and in the colonias over the years.  We have worked in eight different colonias (communities).  
The Lord has blessed us with safe travels and changed the lives of many of our team members as well as the 
Oaxacan Indians we serve. 
 
     All team members are responsible for personal travel costs within the U.S.:  travel to and from San Diego; 
hotels; meals; ground transportation; airport parking; etc.  Money raised through fund-raising, grants, and 
donations covers the cost of the houses; extra building materials, paint, etc.; mattresses, used furniture, 
household goods, clothing and groceries for the families; and the $275 participant fee to cover lodging, meals 
and rental van travel in Mexico.  Those who are not members or active participants of congregations in 
Shenandoah Presbytery may participate, with the stipulation that they pay the travel/meals/lodging fee in 
Mexico of $275/person.  We are grateful to all those organizations, congregations and individuals who provided 
support.  
 
     Funds over and above what was necessary to support the trip were raised, and those funds were taken to 
Mexico and distributed.  On our final night at the mission base, the full team of 57 met to discuss ways in which 
the remaining funds should be used, and after prayerfully considering all the needs brought to the attention of 
the team, decisions were reached in a collaborative atmosphere.  Those benefiting included:  twelve different 
missionaries; a day care center; a scholarship fund to send needy children to school; mission kitchen staff; and 
the IDT mission.  Other “private” donations from several individual congregational teams went to assist other 
missionaries; indigenous families; to purchase Bibles; in support of the orphanage Wheelchair Ministry; and 
children’s medical expenses. 
 
     Because the build teams over the past seven years have been comprised of members from multiple 
congregations, the trip affords the opportunity for everyone to make new friends within our own Presbytery and 
local area.  God truly is working his purpose out as strangers in our local community come together in the name 
of our Lord to travel across lines drawn in the sand to minister to those who have so little in the way of basic 
shelter, needs and material goods and in many cases, do not know Our Lord.  Out of the love and caring of all 
who participate directly and those who provide generous donations, relationships have been forged, lives 
changed, shelters built, the love of Christ known. 
 
     Yes, we are making a difference!! 
 
      --Mac Sterrett, Augusta Stone Presbyterian Church 
         Fort Defiance, Virginia 
         macsterrett@comcast.net 
         August 2008 
 
Leadership Team: 
Dan Williams, Staunton Second Presbyterian 
Doug Sensabaugh, Massanutten Presbyterian 
Rhonda Richie, Olivet Presbyterian 
Dan Woodworth, Waynesboro First Presbyterian 
Mac Sterrett, Augusta Stone Presbyterian 
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The Trabajadores 
 
 

 
Suzanne McLean, Covenant 
Charlie Allen, Loch Willow 
Brian Cromer, Loch Willow 
Craig Cromer, Loch Willow 
Mike Cromer, Loch Willow 
Aaron Crosby, Loch Willow 
Beverley Crosby, Loch Willow 
Harry Crosby, Loch Willow 

Pat Gruber, Loch Willow 
Pete Hawes, Loch Willow 
Rebecca Hawes, Loch Willow 
Jon Hawkins, Loch Willow 
Reed Hopkins, Loch Willow 
Emily Masincup, Loch Willow 
Brittney Roberts, Loch Willow  

 
 
 
    The Trabajadores were blessed to meet and work with the Reyes Family of eight.  We all worked together to 
complete a home of three bedrooms and family room/kitchen   Even though communication was a source of 
trial for the week, we had no problem feeling the love that was freely given by this family.  This trip was hard 
work, hard play, fast-paced, filled with dirt twisters, swirling roosters, deer slayers, peacocks, clogged toilets, 
and short showers.   But through it all, the love of Christ was ever present, enabling us to build relationships that 
will last forever.   
 
 
 

        



The Hinges 
 
 

 
Don Baker, Moorefield 
Josiah Brininger, Moorefield 
Kathi Crites, Moorefield 
Jeff Dearing, Moorefield 
Tara Dearing, Moorefield 
Tessa Dearing, Moorefield 
Spencer Helmick, Moorefield 
Sarah Leatherman, Moorefield 

Blake Shockey, Moorefield 
Alexander Welton, Moorefield 
John Jackson, Moorefield 
Sam Elkins, Waynesboro First 
Schuyler Giles, Waynesboro First 
Dan Woodworth, Waynesboro First 

 
 

 
 
 
     Our build in Mexico this year was very successful.   Our family lived in an old building with a dirt floor, no 
running water but did have electricity.  The parents had seven children and so all nine lived in a very meager 
existence.  We were shown hospitality by the family all week long which was greatly appreciated.  The father 
and two oldest children all worked in the fields so we did not get to see or visit with them very much.  However, 
the mother and five little girls were a delight to all of us.  The home ended up being divided into four rooms and 
wired with electricity.  Our dedication service was very meaningful to all of the build team along with the 
family.  We presented gifts and a Spanish Bible to the family which they seemed to appreciate very much.  All 
this reminded us that the real benefit of the trip was not only doing something to help a very deserving family 
but receiving their friendship and love which was a life changing experience for all of us.   
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 



Acme Construction 
 
 
 

Kathleen Sommer, Augusta Stone/Bridgewater 
Phil Sommer, Augusta Stone/Bridgewater 
Lisa Hedrick, Covenant 
Vicki Keyser, Covenant 
Emily Peterson, Covenant 
Karen Peterson, Covenant 
Joan Sayers, Covenant 

John Sayers, Covenant 
Cindy Bostic, Opequon/Trinity 
John Bostic, Opequon/Trinity 
Andy Easley, Staunton Second 
Dan Williams, Staunton Second 
Jonathan Williams, Staunton Second 
 

 
      
 
     Acme Construction built a home for Ernestina Salazar Cuevas and Feliciano Rivero Gracida in Colonia Nueva Era.  
Going in, we anticipated that the family had four children, all boys, but learned that they had five children.  Their oldest 
son no longer lived at home, and the fifth child turned out to be a teen-aged daughter. 
 
     The needs of the family’s daughter caused the team to have to adjust “on the fly” the standard four-room “double 
build” house to include a fifth room, with three bedrooms along the back of the house instead of the usual two.  The 
family was very concerned that their daughter have her own separate room, so much so that they had her sleep in the 
family’s car for two months instead of the one room shack in which they had been living. 
 
     We finished the house with beds for all (instead of the two old mattresses they had shared), a sofa in the common 
room, new kitchen equipment, and electrical wiring with lights and outlets in each room.  The electricity is scheduled to 
be hooked up in early August. 
 
 
 

   



The Popos 
 
 
 

Derek Almarode, Bethel 
Barbara Damico, Bethel 
Larry Damico, Bethel 
Lily Damico, Bethel 
Olivia Damico, Bethel 
Andrew Heizer, Bethel 
Elizabeth Hord, Bethel 

 
Doug Sensabaugh, Massanutten 
Lindsay Sensabaugh, Massanutten 
Marcus Sensabaugh, Massanutten 
Rhonda Richie, Olivet 
Jessica Smiley, Olivet 
Karen Stevens, Olivet 
Rebecca Stevens, Olivet 

 
 
 
     Members from Massanutten, Olivet, and Bethel Presbyterian Churches worked together to build a new home 
for Jose and Maria Valdez and their five children:  Leticia, Jose de Jesus ("Chewy"), Patricia, Angel Daniel, and 
Karen Janet.  Our family had been cooking, eating, and sleeping in a small one room concrete building.  
Jose took a week off from work to help us build his family's new home.  He, and the children who were old 
enough to help, worked side by side with us each day, hammering nails, marking boards, painting, and doing 
anything they could to help.  We could tell they wanted to help contribute to building their new 
home.  Maria made us delicious Mexican lunches on Tuesday and Wednesday.  Each day, when the meal was 
ready, we made a makeshift table from building materials.  It was important to Maria that we pray and eat these 
meals together.  The Valdez's new home provides the boys and girls with their own bedrooms and also includes 
a kitchen and living area.  At the dedication service, our family expressed their gratitude and love for us.  Over 
the course of this short week, we had become a family.         
 
 
 
 

  



 
 Baja Mission Trip 
 July 20 - 26, 2008 
 Last  First  Church     

1 Sterrett Mac Augusta Stone    
2 Almarode Derek Bethel    
3 Damico Barbara Bethel    
4 Damico Larry Bethel    
5 Damico Lily Bethel    
6 Damico Olivia Bethel    
7 Heizer Andrew Bethel    
8 Hord Elizabeth Bethel    
9 Sommer Kathleen Bridgewater    

10 Sommer Phil Bridgewater    
11 Hedrick Lisa Covenant    
12 Keyser Vicki Covenant    
13 McLean Suzanne Covenant    
14 Peterson Emily Covenant    
15 Peterson Karen Covenant    
16 Sayers Joan Covenant    
17 Sayers John Covenant    
18 Allen Charlie Loch Willow    
19 Cromer Brian Loch Willow    
20 Cromer Craig Loch Willow    
21 Cromer Mike Loch Willow    
22 Crosby Aaron Loch Willow    
23 Crosby Beverley Loch Willow    
24 Crosby Harry Loch Willow    
25 Gruber Pat Loch Willow    
26 Hawes Pete Loch Willow    
27 Hawes Rebecca Loch Willow    
28 Hawkins Jon Loch Willow    
29 Hopkins Reed Loch Willow    
30 Masincup Emily Loch Willow    
31 Roberts Brittney Loch Willow    
32 Sensabaugh Doug Massanutten    
33 Sensabaugh Lindsay Massanutten    
34 Sensabaugh Marcus Massanutten    
35 Baker Don Moorefield    
36 Brininger Josiah Moorefield    
37 Crites Kathi Moorefield    
38 Dearing Jeff Moorefield    
39 Dearing Tara Moorefield    
40 Dearing Tessa Moorefield    
41 Helmick Spencer Moorefield    
42 Jackson John Moorefield    
43 Leatherman Sarah Moorefield    
44 Shockey Blake Moorefield    
45 Welton Alexander Moorefield    
46 Richie Rhonda Olivet     
47 Smiley Jessica Olivet     
48 Stevens Karen Olivet     
49 Stevens Rebecca Olivet     
50 Easley Andy Staunton 2nd    
51 Williams Dan Staunton 2nd    
52 Williams Jonathan Staunton 2nd    
53 Bostic Cindy Opequon/Trinity    
54 Bostic John Opequon/Trinity    
55 Elkins Sam Waynesboro 1st    
56 Giles Schuyler Waynesboro 1st    
57 Woodworth Dan Waynesboro 1st    

 



 
 Baja Mission Trip 
 Participating Congregations 
 2000 - 2008 
  

1 Augusta Stone PC 
2 Berryville  PC 
3 Bethany PC 
4 Bethel PC 
5 Bridgewater PC 
6 Covenant PC 
7 Elkton PC 
8 Finley Memorial PC 
9 Goshen PC 

10 Harrisonburg First PC 
11 Hermitage PC 
12 Loch Willow PC 
13 Massanutten PC 
14 Millboro PC 
15 Moorefield PC 
16 Mossy Creek PC 
17 Mt. Horeb PC 
18 New Providence PC 
19 Olivet PC 
20 Opequon PC 
21 Smyrna PC 
22 St. John the Evangelist Catholic 
23 Staunton First PC 
24 Staunton Second PC 
25 Timber Ridge PC 
26 Trinity PC PC 
27 Waynesboro Second PC 
28 Westminster PC 
29 White Hill Church of the Brethren 
30 Zetta PC 

 



 

Baja Mission Trip 2008  

Receipts  
  

Organization  Total Donation  
Applebee's Pancake Breakfast $3,044.00  
Augusta Stone PC $2,078.00 
Bethel PC $4,475.00 
Bridgewater PC $1,725.00 
Central Valley Mission Community $3,000.00  
Covenant PC $700.00 
Finley Memorial PC $100.00 
Highland-Augusta Mission Community $5,500.00  
Individual & unclassified contributions $1,775.00  
Loch Willow PC $8,750.00 
Moorefield PC $5,327.00 
Olivet PC $2,400.00 
Opequon PC $4,772.00 
Papa Ruben's quesataco challenge $85.00  
Shenandoah Presbytery - Moffett Fund $2,500.00  
Shenandoah Presbytery - Peacemaking Funds $1,000.00  
Shenandoah Presbytery - Pentecost Funds $2,000.00  
Shenandoah Presbytery - World-Wide Ministries $575. 00 
Staunton Second PC $500.00 
Van washing fund overage $65.00  
Waynesboro First PC $700.00 
  

Grand total receipts:  $51,071.00 
 



 
Baja Mission Trip 2008   

Disbursements   
   
Funds accounted for below do not include  participants' costs for travel, meals and lodging in the U.S., paid 
by participants out of personal funds   
   
*Additional monies were taken and distributed in Mexico by many of the congregational teams.  Those decisions were made by 
the individual church team members and are in addition to the "pooled" funds listed below.   Several thousand dollars were donated  
quietly in this manner and are not reflected in these numbers. See below for some of these donations. 

   
For:  Disbursed:   
Participant fees:  YWAM $15,950.00  Participant fees (58x275) (one participant was unable to make the trip; traveled with 57) 

Construction costs:  YWAM $14,400.00  Cost of 4 houses (3,600x4) 

Construction costs:  IDT $4,610.00  
Construction costs (extra lumber, mattresses, extra windows, whirlybirds, outhouses, bathhouses, 
etc.) 

Construction costs:  IDT $200.00  Construction costs (paint) 

Construction costs:  IDT $75.00  Construction costs ( extra concrete, whirlybird) 

Family expenses (four Oaxacan 
families) $4,396.00 

Family expenses on four build sites (used furniture; clothing; shoes; housewares; school supplies, 
etc.) 

Donation to IDT $2,000.00  Undesignated gift for use in any way by IDT 

Donation to IDT $65.00  From the van washing fund overage 

Donation to IDT $85.00  From the Papa Ruben's quesataco challenge 

Donation to IDT - Kitchen staff $200.00  Gift for kitchen staff 

Donation to IDT - Scholarship Fund $350.00  Administered by IDT for Oaxacan children to attend school 

Donation to Oaxacan Family $25.00  Family we had built for in the past 

Donation to La Huerta Guarderia $500.00  Day care center in Trique run by missionary Ruth-Ann Waterhouse 

Donation to missionary $2,000.00  Donation to support Dayna Murphy and her ministry (she was our YWAM leader) 

Donation to missionary $1,000.00  Steve Manzano, for medical expenses related to cancer of the jaw 

Donation to missionary $500.00  Steve Burns, build supervisor 

Donation to missionary $500.00  Steve Lloyd, build supervisor 

Donation to missionary $500.00  Ben, build supervisor 

Donation to missionary $500.00  Gordo, build supervisor 

Donation to missionary $800.00  Unger family, for care of 8 foster children 

Donation to missionary $100.00  Les Klassen, for providing firewood for beach communion service 

Donation to missionary $500.00  Elia, multi-lingual Oaxacan missionary who conducts Bible studies in work camps 

Donation to missionary $500.00  Gerard & Renee Berry, missionary family 

Donation to missionary $500.00  Kim Rodriguez, to pay costs of sending 20 Oaxacan children to summer Bible camp 

Donation to missionary $500.00  Angela Guenter, to support her work with senior center in Vicente Guerrero 

Donation to YWAM $315.00  Friday dinner at restaurant for 24 missionaries we invited as our guests 

 $51,071.00  

   

Grand total disbursements: $51,071.00  

   

Contributions by category:    

Construction costs (total) $19,285.00   

Family expenses (total) $4,396.00   

Donations (total) $11,440.00   

Participant fees (total) $15,950.00   

   

Grand total disbursements: $51,071.00  

   

   

*Additional private team donations (not a complete 
list):   

IDT missionary family $300.00  Undesignated 

IDT missionary family $339.00  Undesignated 

IDT missionary family $500.00  For children's medical expenses 

Orphanage Wheelchair Ministry $300.00  Wheelchair Ministry provides free wheelchairs for needy handicapped individuals 

Orphanage Wheelchair Ministry $400.00  Wheelchair Ministry provides free wheelchairs for needy handicapped individuals 

IDT $600.00 For Bible purchase and distribution 



 


